
Title: Motion for the NCWP to provide a letter to Councilmember Park with feedback on the City’s transition to 100% renewable energy by converting Scattergood Generating Station to hydrogen fuel.

Meeting date: March 24, 2025

Agendized by:
Gregg Aniolek

Contact person: Gregg Aniolek



Phone number: 760 462 5880

Committee Vote (if appropriate): 3-0

Does this item have a fiscal impact on the Neighborhood Council? ____ Yes   __x__ No

Additional documents attached? __x__ Yes   ____ No

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa provide a letter to Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) with feedback and concerns regarding the proposed Scattergood Generating Station Units 1 & 2 Green Hydrogen-Ready Modernization, Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). 

BACKGROUND:

Former Mayor Eric Garcetti announced a plan to abandon plans to rebuild three coastal gas-fired power plants and instead focus on “energy storage “ and “other clean energy technology”. The Scattergood Generating Station in Playa del Rey operated by Los Angeles Department of Water & Power would be one of these facilities targeted to be retired.

DISCUSSION:

Production, storage and supply of hydrogen should be determined first and foremost since this is literally the critical element in this entire proposed modernization project. Putting forth any proposal of new power generation system(s) first is putting the cart way before the horse! We should first determine the environmental impacts of hydrogen production that may cancel out any benefit of using it in a new generating station. If significantly more energy is needed to manufacture hydrogen and this energy comes from power sources generated by carbon fuels, what is the benefit of using the proposed natural gas (70%)/ hydrogen (30%) mix for this new generating station?

FISCAL ANALYSIS:

LADWP estimates $800 million dollars to convert the Scattergood Generating Station from natural gas to hydrogen.

ATTACHMENTS:

Copy of comment letter to LADWP

Copy of Power Systems Planning division, Studies Update May 15, 2023 

Copy of LADWP presentation dated June 6, 2023

Copy of LADWP presentation dated November, 2024

Copy of NREL Scattergood Modernization Project Alternatives report

MOTION:

That the Neighborhood Council:

Approve a letter to LADWP regarding the NCWP concerns with the proposed retirement of the Scattergood Generating Plant and conversion to hydrogen fuel mix without and EIR regarding the production, delivery and storage of hydrogen and its environmental impact.
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