
March 3, 2015 
 
 
Hon. Mike Bonin 
Los Angeles City Council 
Council District 11 
200 North Spring Street, Room 475 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
CouncilMember.Bonin@LACity.org  
 
RE: Help Keep a Westchester Asset in Westchester: Westchester Secondary 
Charter School 
 
Dear Councilmember Bonin, 

 
On behalf of the Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa, we would like to 
engage your assistance in a matter that, traditionally, is out of your purview but 
well worth investing your time. As our City representative who embodies putting 
“neighborhoods first,” we hope that you will embrace the task of conversing with 
LAUSD School Board Member Steve Zimmer on behalf of Westchester 
Secondary Charter School (WSCS) and the families of Westchester/Playa.  
 
As I believe you are aware, WSCS recently received a grossly disappointing 
assignment to move from its current heart-of-Westchester location (8820 
Sepulveda Eastway, L.A., 90045) to a location 7 miles away (classrooms in 
Crenshaw High School). The NCWP believes that a move of this distance would 
derail the tremendous momentum this award winning secondary school has 
generated in its less than two year existence.  
 
Identified in the HomeTown News “2014 Best Of” edition as the Favorite Public 
Charter School in the area, Westchester Secondary is founded, staffed, and 
attended by diverse stakeholders and students from Westchester/Playa and 
surrounding communities. This middle and high school provides an outstanding, 
publicly-funded option located within our neighborhood boundaries that helps 
encourage our families to:  
 

a)	   Remain residents of our community and not move outside of 
our district to areas with a greater number of quality local, publicly-
funded middle- and high schools;  
b)	   Attract more families with school-aged children into the 
Westchester communities (increasingly important both because of our 
proximity to LAX and the impending “Silicon Beach” housing surge 
[see http://www.latimes.com/business/realestate/ la-fi-westchester-
housing-20150102-story.html]);  
c)	   Reduce the traffic demands by keeping WSCS local for its 
student body (half of whom are from Westchester, Playa del Rey, Playa 
Vista, Baldwin Hills, Ladera Heights, and View Park/Windsor Hills, 



with 30% from Westchester specifically); and 
 
d)	   Maintain WSCS’ strong reputation for access and equity. 
WSCS is comprised of 52% Black or African American, 16% 
Caucasian, 15% Latino/Hispanic, and 12% Multiple Ethnicity students 
with high parent participation. It is a grave concern that this diverse 
student body may dissipate with a move outside of Westchester.  

 
As we understand it, WSCS’s Memorandum of Understanding with the Los 
Angeles County of Education (LACOE) indicates that Westchester Secondary is 
specifically permitted to be located within the Westchester communities. 
Crenshaw and Venice are not within these boundaries. Moving there would 
require an appearance before the LACOE School Board of Directors. As an 
alternative to relocating to the Crenshaw High School campus, we 
understand that a viable, highly desirable option for WSCS for the 2015-2016 
school year may be Emerson Adult Learning School (8810 Emerson Avenue, 
L.A., 90045), located merely 0.6 mile away from Westchester Secondary Charter 
School’s current location.  
 
You’ve no doubt heard from others about Westchester Secondary’s high-quality 
public education, outstanding curriculum, mentoring program, serving a sizable 
(19%) special education population, extensive extracurricular activities and 
championship sports teams. However, WSCS is unique in promoting the truest 
sense of community through nurturing well-mannered, courteous, articulate, 
engaging, and polite students. For example, on our visit we witnessed students 
shaking hands, boys holding doors for girls, and students nearest to the door 
greeting us visitors by saying, “Welcome to our classroom,” completely without 
prompting. WSCS is not only preparing its students for college, but to be kind, 
compassionate, exemplary citizens of Los Angeles. Westchester Secondary is 
truly a Westchester/Playa neighborhood school. We implore your efforts in 
keeping it so. We would greatly appreciate your discussing this -- and other 
Westchester options for relocating WSCS -- with Board Member Zimmer. 
 
Most appreciatively, 
 
 
Cyndi Hench 
President 

	  


