
March 4, 2014 
 
Honorable Councilmember Mike Bonin 
Council of the City of Los Angeles 
Eleventh District 
7166 Manchester Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
 
Dear Councilmember Bonin: 
 
We need your support to get the City Council to roll back the unintended consequences of 
SB1818. 
 
As you and your planning deputy Trisha Keane are well aware, we have experienced an 
increased number of proposed development projects in our area making use of this law. And, like 
many Neighborhood Councils across the City of Los Angeles, the Neighborhood Council of 
Westchester/Playa has been placed in between the proverbial rock and a hard place when 
developers make use of SB1818’s on menu items – including in particular adding eleven feet in 
height to their projects. On the one hand we have repeatedly seen our residents turn out in 
numbers opposed to the overall massing, scale and height of such projects, but on the other hand 
we have little we can do to make changes to the proposals because of this state law and the 
manner in which the City of Los Angeles implements it. 
 
As a result, our residents are frustrated or indeed downright angry that we don’t oppose the 
effectively unopposable! Indeed, you recently wrote to many of our residents: 
 

“Due to a relatively new state law, SB1818, the project could even add density 
and height to the development envelope and provide reduced parking – again, 
without input or approval from the community or my office. It would be a pretty 
bad project for the neighborhood if the developer were to build this "by right" 
project.” 

 
You encapsulated the problem we face as members of the Neighborhood Council on all these 
projects when you also wrote: 
 

“In other words, my voting yes gets your neighborhood much more than my 
voting no. If I voted no, I could thump my chest and insist I stood up for you, but 
I would know that you would eventually get a worse project. If I vote yes, I might 
not get a round of applause, but I will have won you a better project than your 
neighborhood would otherwise get. As your representative, I feel I owe you that.” 
 

In reality, in areas like lower Playa del Rey, our community was highly engaged in the 
development of Q Conditions for height as a part of the most recent Community Plan Update. 
Unfortunately, when we set about defining the maximum heights and densities appropriate to 
particular parcels in our area, we did not know about the coming of SB1818 which would 
effectively trump these maximum planned densities and allow projects larger in scale than we 



ever intended. It is our understanding that having the most recently updated Community Plan in 
the City of Los Angeles, we cannot go back and change these Q conditions because in fact City 
Planning has many areas of the City in which the Community Plan is decades out of date and 
they have no budget to make any changes anywhere. If this is untrue, this is another area we 
could use your assistance to downsize our zoning so that the developer bonuses of SB1818 just 
put back to the size we intended. 
 
There are also a number of specific problems with SB1818 of which we are sure you are aware. 
Not the least of these is the inability of the City to keep track of the inventory of low income 
units created by such law – meaning that after imposing unwanted density on your constituents, 
there is no way to ensure that the low income housing created is in fact still available in the 
future. In addition, we are led to believe that the City has a poorly written implementation of the 
law that is at best confusing and at worst misleading about which parts of the law are subparts vs. 
primary sections. Furthermore, because of the way the law is written regarding distance to mass 
transit stops, it is even allowing mid-block use of the law rather than on the transit corridor itself. 
As the economy recovers, we anticipate that we will see an increase in plans for projects making 
use of SB1818. We need you to take action now, not after these projects are entitled. We need to 
change this law that threatens what our neighbors see as the very character of the neighborhoods 
in which they live. Councilman, you said: 
 

“I also understand many of you feel even more frustrated with the laws and rules 
that got us to this place. I share that frustration, and my planning staff and I are 
looking at bigger fixes to some of those problems, including improving the 
transparency of the planning process and tightening the rules for SB1818, the 
density bonus law.” 

 
We as a Neighborhood Council cannot make changes to the law – but you can. We are saddled 
with angry neighbors who don’t like what they see the law creates and who do not agree that the 
creation of a small number of low income units is worth the cost of what they see as destroying 
their neighborhoods.  
 
We call on you to take immediate action to place before the City Council your initiative to 
“tighten the rules for SB1818” and to ask your fellow Councilmembers to take a position asking 
State Representatives to do the same. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
Cyndi Hench, President 
Neighborhood Council of Westchester/Playa 


