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SUMMARY 
 
The Dodd Playa del Rey Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on South 
Delgany Avenue between Rees Street and 83rd Street in the Playa del Rey neighborhood of Los 
Angeles. Built in 1930, the subject property was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival 
architectural style by architect William James Dodd (1862-1930) for himself and his family. 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of wood frame construction with textured stucco 
cladding and a cross-hipped roof with red clay tiles. The primary, northeast-facing elevation is 
asymmetrically composed with a one-story attached garage on the northern side. The centered 
primary entrance is recessed behind an arched opening and consists of a single glazed paneled 
door. Fenestration includes arched windows with non-original stained glass inserts, single-hung 
and fixed aluminum windows with decorative wrought iron grills and balconies. Interior features 
include hardwood floors, arched doorways, built-in cabinetry, decorative wrought iron sconces 
and railings, bathroom tilework, vaulted ceilings, and an original fireplace. 
 
William James Dodd was born in 1862 and worked as an architect and designer in Louisville, 
Kentucky until relocating to Los Angeles in 1912. Dodd constructed a number of residential and 
commercial properties in the Los Angeles area, including the neighborhoods of Hancock Park, 
Playa del Rey, and Laughlin Park. Dodd notably worked with master architect Julia Morgan and 
J.M. Haenke on the design of the Herald-Examiner Building in 1915 (HCM #178). His design 
work also extended to functional and decorative glass and ceramics, furniture, home 
appliances, and literary illustration. Intended as his retirement home, the subject property 
represents one of Dodd’s final residential designs. Dodd died in Los Angeles on June 14, 1930. 
 
The subject property appears to have undergone some alterations over the years that include 
the replacement of the garage door in 1948; the addition of a master bedroom and bathroom on 
the second story and eight-foot extension to the chimney in 1968; three-story addition and deck 
in 1992; foundation work in 1992 and in 1996; the furring out of the wall at the second floor 
window above the garage and addition of a sloped roof at the parapet in 2009; and the 
installation of solar panels in 2015. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or 
local history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 
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FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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2. Written Statement A - Proposed Monument Description 
Two story Spanish Colonial Revival designed by Master Architect William J. Dodd in the last years 

of his career for his personal residence in Playa del Rey, built February 1930.  The design exhibits 

the characteristic picturesquely arranged masses, a street elevation to be viewed from multiple 

perspectives, with asymmetric bulk, highlighting its three dimensional nature. 

March 9, 1930 - Los Angeles Times; “The Dodd Home contains three bedrooms, living-room, large 

dining-room, combination breakfast and serving room, and kitchen.  It is situated on sloping ground 

and overlooks the ocean.” 

March 9, 2019: Four-bedroom, four bath, office, sunken living room, dining room, kitchen atrium, 

attached garage, partial basement.  Hilltop location on sloping lot facing Santa Monica bay, Point 

Dume, and a vista of the Santa Monica Mountains in the rear.  Views of Los Angeles and the San 

Gabriel Mountains from the front, east-facing rooms.  Innovative 18 panel 16.2 kW hidden solar 

system for renewable energy without compromising style or the Spanish Colonial Revial 

architectural integrity.  Solar engineering design unique to this home. 

2018 photo matching historic photos angle - 8207 Delgany Avenue, Playa del Rey, CA 90293: 
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Historic photos – a) LA Times March 1930, b) Sharon Miller Williams 1958 [Granddaughter Playa del Rey 

Civic Union President Ivan Miller, owner & resident 1958-1966]:
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The original structure is classic tile-covered cross-hipped; the left half and rear being two stories, and 

the front right occupied by a one-story attached garage.  The picturesquely arranged masses of the 

street-facing contemporary elevation is now L-shaped cross-hipped with traditional parapet and clay 

tile attic vents. The L-Shape front Hip is full, the rear is pseudo hipped with a flat roof hidden 

behind the sloped Hip/parapet.  Terracotta attic vents are under all of the protruding hip rafters.  

The hidden solar panels cannot be seen from any direction, including street and neighbor views. 

The upstairs street-facing second story bedroom (original Master Bedroom) has paired French style 

doors opening out onto an ornate Spanish Colonial design wrought iron balcony. 

 

The second story rear of the “L” (new Master Bedroom) over the rear of the garage has a large 

front-facing and deeply inset window with wrought ironwork rejas.  The second floor Office and 

bathroom (one of the original bedrooms and shared Master Bath of original) is situated in the corner 

of the “L” with protruding hip rafters and terracotta attic vents above. 

A large, deeply inset, four-bay window looks out from the north elevation of the second floor 

Office, over the rear of the ground floor garage.  Three corbeled stiles/posts of Dodd design 

support the lintel over these windows.    Both the eleven-foot-wide, one-foot deep copper sill and 

the stiles/posts and corbels were restored and replaced: 
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As with every home built during development of Palisades del Rey and Surfridge, Dodd kept with 

the Dickinson & Gillespie criteria that “every home has a Spanish-style red tile roof and ornate tile 

work and featured an exterior and interior layout to enhance each home’s particular view.  Home 

exteriors were required to be brick, stone or stucco.” 

The building retains the heavy original clay tile (*), copper gutters and downspouts, ironwork, and 

deeply inset windows are visible from the street.  A thick arch in the front elevation leads to a small 

covered, tiled patio and the actual front door.  The copper lantern over the arch is original; the 

purpled glass cylindrical globe retains the 1930 street number (“8107”, changed to 8207 September 

13th, 1955). 

The homes built by Dickinson and Gillespie in the development of Palisades del Rey and Surfridge 

used roughly screened local beach and dune sand for both the concrete foundations and the exterior 

stucco mix.  This was to save cost over hauling by rail or truck to this then-relatively remote 

location.  Use of local sand and manual application gave the stucco a more interesting texture and 

surface variance than that of the grit-finish billiard-table flat stucco used on modern homes and 

apartment buildings. 

 

It was also used for the heavily-sanded mix in the driveway pan and 20s-era curb cuts in the Dodd 

house. 
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The same is true of the interior plaster work.  In some places the combination of button board, 

beach sand-laden scratch coat and finish coat plaster totals almost one inch thick.  A long-lost art, 

labor-intensive, and prohibitively expensive now.   

It was very difficult to totally match the old stucco and plasterwork during the recent renovations & 

restorations.  Both the source of materials and the skill of manual stucco/plaster application and 

layup are limited or not available.  Recent work accomplished a highly satisfactory match. 

The rear second story 1968 addition was re-engineered in the early 1992 to remedy incongruent 

architectural details in a prior owner’s addition relative to the original Dodd design and intent.  

Identical roof rafters and heavy clay Spanish tiles were added, along with matching attic roof vents, 

an 8” deep recessed window, hand-laid stucco, no sharp corner beads (this employed bullnose 

corners) and matching custom-fabricated wrought iron.  Engineering with an eye toward 

architectural integrity in this subsequent renovation was paramount. 

The south elevation is relatively unremarkable, austere, and characteristic of the era. Two-story hand 

laid up expanse of heavy stucco with bullnose corners on all sides, softening the impact of the large, 

imposing, face.  This is the sun-facing elevation with little or no view in that direction. 

(*) - Original heavy clay Spanish tile is on all of the original main structure.  The owner had all tiles 

removed for replacement of the original tar paper with two layers of new membrane underlayment 

material.  All of the original clay tiles were carefully replaced, modulo a small amount of breakage.  

Replacements were located in salvage yards around Los Angeles specializing in Spanish Colonial 

home demolition. 

All roof, deck, and window flashing has been replaced with 20-ounce copper fabricated to fit the 

building.  This is notable in the base of the north facing second floor deeply-inset windows where an 

eleven-foot section of a wide copper exterior sill was replaced.  Copper rain gutter, 20-ounce, is at 

the perimeter all clay tile roof sections, with copper downspouts, all patinaed by the proximity to the 

marine environment.  Original rafter beams sticking out under all of the eaves. 

Some of the ironwork was refabricated over the years by a local foundry that specializes in forge-

wrought, bent and hammered iron.  The new iron matches Dodd’s original designs & weight. A 

hand-wrought railing was added to the long interior stairway up to the second floor for safety 

purposes.    

The north elevation has the original chimney, raised approximately 8 feet during the October 30th, 

1968 rear second story bedroom and bath addition. 

The wooden deck and railings in the rear have been replaced (1992) due to severe rot and termite 

damage.  A tiled deck with matching beams and corbels above was added, as was another below-

grade room underneath.  A 30 foot Japanese copper rain chain from the gutter was added. 
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The second story rear balcony was replaced (1992) for similar reasons.  A tile, covered gallery now 

spans the rear of the building and covers the new patio below.  Heavy beams, rafters, and matching 

corbels were used throughout.  See photographs end of this section (*). 

Entrance begins through a 23” thick stucco arch with shoulder high tile insert collar and banding 

into a covered entry patio facing a large oak door.  The oak door and all of its hardware and 

ironwork is original.  It is inset into a 17-inch-thick wall at the rear of the covered entryway. 

 

Lantern over entry arch. 

     



Page 7 of 18 
 

From the solid brass threshold, entering the foyer, Dodd provided a view straight through a series of 

arches into the core of the home, a landing to the second floor (L) and sunken living room (R) 

staircases, through the dining room, and then the rear window to the outside beyond. 

 
Twelve 26” by 26” hand-painted ceiling frescoes inset into the coffered foyer ceiling.  The frescoes 

are rough, and were apparently painted on coarse scratch coat plaster.  (See photographs Sections 7 

& 8.) 

Four of twelve panels shown: 

 
Turning right, the living room is four hardwood steps down from the entry landing.  Twelve large 

78” by 40” hand-stenciled panels are inset into the eleven-foot-high Vaulted/Cathedral wood 
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beamed ceiling.  The panel composition exhibits a canvas-like texture; the panels are approximately 

one inch thick.  Panel material is unknown.  (See additional photographs Section 7 & 8.) 

 

 
The living room’s fireplace in the north wall has a chest-high hearth, with original iron grill and 

screen.  Dodd designed graceful stucco curves up over the fireplace to enter the vaulted ceiling 
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above.  The house originally had no heat other than the fireplace in this room.  A cast iron heating 

grate matching the other ironwork was later installed in the bottom of the south wall. 

At the west end of the living room a large opening steps up over original Malibu tile to a new atrium 

and sunroom.   

 

 

The room extends down to a story below and up two stories to the floor of the balcony above, 

bringing the total height of the atrium to approximately 26 feet.  Four arched windows provide a 

view of the back yard and part of Santa Monica bay.  These windows are topped with ribbed glass 

arches and 100-year-old stained glass inserts brought from Cornwall, England, by Bernice 

McMahon, the current owner’s mother. 

 

The rooms of the original structure have typical 20’s era 2” quarter-sawn original oak floors 

throughout, however, the dining and living room areas have a notably different peg and groove style 

that could be a later update.  Strangely, these parts of the floors match exactly the other Dodd house 

on Rees Street in Playa del Rey, and in just those same rooms. It would be extremely unusual for 

two different homeowners to replace those parts of their floors with the same style at the same time.  

This leads one to believe that these are, in fact, original as well. 

Oak baseboards are all intact and have been refinished to match the floors.  The dining room and 

bedrooms all have crown molding, unfortunately painted.  A faux finish was applied in the dining 
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room molding in a successful attempt to bring it back to the original wood appearance, 

approximating the finish of the built-in cabinetry.  The cabinetry is a unique Dodd art-deco theme 

with oxblood and dark teal insets.  It has never been refinished and has held up well over the years.  

This is also true of the deeply recessed telephone alcove shelf and cabinet.  (See photos Nomination 

Section 7.) 
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Dodd’s ironwork continues throughout the house, down to the living room and up to the second 

floor.   
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The original mullion windows have been replaced with dual-glazed thermally efficient and Low-E 

inserts, with block frame or single hung as appropriate.  Special attention was given to the south 

(LAX-facing) wall of the home, with laminated acoustic glass installed.  With the newer generation 

of fuel-efficient aircraft engines noise is no longer an issue.  These windows may thus be replaced 

with more aesthetically pleasing and architecturally accurate designs in the future. 

The two original gravity heaters in the partial basement eventually rusted out in the salt air of the 

location to the point where they were no longer serviceable.  They were replaced in the early 1990s  

by a new forced air system.  The crawlspace and wall ducting were re-engineered such that the 

original cast iron registers could be retained.  No plaster work was required.  The house has no air 

conditioning, nor is it required in this Playa del Rey location.  Prevailing ocean breezes cool the 

house through the summer season.  A new cast iron grate, fabricated to match the others, along with 

the appropriate ducting, was installed in the living room which, except for the fireplace, had never 

enjoyed any other source of warmth.  All exterior hardware is copper, brass, bronze, or stainless if 

required. Engineering design life intent is another 50 years or more. 

The interior walls of much of the home are 8 to 16 inches thick, with two rows of 2x4 or 2x6 studs 

and a large air space between.  Dodd’s thick wall design had inherent passive convective natural 

cooling from the crawlspace to the attic, however some of these wall voids have since been filled 

with blown-in fire-retardant cellulose insulation. 

This house has been completely re-plumbed with Schedule/Type L copper in the late 1980s.  No 

major plasterwork was required as this two-year undertaking benefitted from Dodd’s use of thick 

double-studded walls with large stud bays in-between.  These same, large stud bays enabled the 

whole house to be equipped with hardwired copper Internet cables and a generous supply of RJ-45 

jacks in most rooms.  Similarly, professional grade audio and UHDTV audio, video, home security 

and monitoring cabling was run throughout, converging on a profession patch bay and distribution 

blocks in a garage utility cabinet.  A second video sub panel was added in the attic over the living 

room.  The house enjoys 7 channels of 2.4 GHz and 5.0 GHz Wi-Fi. 

Dodd equipped two bathrooms with large, enclosed, tiled shower rooms.    The home has two 

separate, unconnected, attic areas – one over the garage and living room areas and one over the 

master bedroom and bath in the original structure.  Earthquake foundation engineering, pier 

fasteners, post-to-beam T-Straps, and shear work was performed in 1996.  The main gas line was 

replaced in 2007 and a seismic gas shutoff valve was installed.  Additional interior and rear elevation 

photographs Section XYZ. 

This property has a comparatively low FAR (Floor Area Ratio) compared with other newly 

renovated properties on the same street and neighborhood.  Some are 30-40% higher.  This makes it 

a prime target for developers who would wish capitalize on location, view, and the demographic 

makeup of the locale.  Several other Palisades del Rey era homes have fallen to historically and 

culturally ignorant development companies in the last decade. 

Discussions are underway for removal of the utilities’ poles and undergrounding the wiring. 

Additional photos - West-facing, Rear Gallery, Balcony, and Deck of the Dodd Playa del Rey 

Residence.  Upper bath & shower.  Basement door.  Telephone alcove: 
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2. Written Statement B - Statement of Significance 

“Dodd Playa del Rey Residence” 

William J. Dodd, Master Architect, and his wife Ione Estes Dodd, purchased 12 parcels in the 

Del Rey Hills from Fritz Burns and the Dickinson & Gillespie Company [HCM #955] on 

February 1, 1928. Only two homes were built before Dodd’s death (***) on June 14, 1930 [Death 

certificates Section 5].  One of those two homes is the subject of this Nomination. 

This particular home’s lot had the commanding view of the Santa Monica Bay, the SM Mountains, 

Mount Wilson and the San Gabriel Mountains, with another view of Catalina off to the left.  It is 

situated at the top of the hill, one-half mile back from the Bay, at an elevation of 130 feet above sea 

level.  The building permit for the Dodd Playa del Rey Residence was issued February 20th, 1930, 

just four months before he died.  [Building Permits and Alterations Section 6.] 

 

March 9, 1930 Los Angeles Times; Times Caption: “Future Home of W.J. Dodd.  Construction work has been 

started on a seven-room Spanish-style home for W.J. Dodd, architect, at Playa del Rey, according to V.L. Gentry, 

manager for the Dickinson & Gillespie Corporation, developers of the project, who reports plans complete for fifteen 

additional residences and building work progress on eight others.  The Dodd Home contains three bedrooms, living-

room, large dining-room, combination breakfast and serving room, and kitchen.  It is situated on sloping ground and 

overlooks the ocean.” 
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There was no Marina del Rey, there was no LAX.  This was a lonely and desolate area, far from 

downtown Los Angeles, for the most part only accessible via the Pacific Electric Railway line (Red 

Cars) to Playa del Rey Station/Depot at the Dickinson and Gillespie [“D&G”] Building just left of 

this aerial photo.  D&G were the contractors for the Dodd Playa del Rey Residence; [CHC-2008-

4984-HCM] See Historical Photos Section 8. 

 

While contemporary with the development of Palisades del Rey itself, Dodd and Burns choose this 

adjacent hilltop Del Rey Hills location to begin their specific work in parallel.  The Dodd Playa del 

Rey Residence and its large walled yard can be seen in this 1931 aerial photo: 
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The Dodd 8252 Rees Street home faces north east and had a view of downtown Los Angeles at the 

time.  There is no known record of Dodd’s architectural plans for the other ten lots. 
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Fritz Burns owned the twelve William James Dodd parcels both prior to Dodd’s acquisition, and 

again at various point in time after Dodd’s death (from 1948 through 1957).  Noted civic leader, 

Ivan Miller, President of Civic Union of Playa del Rey owned and resided in the home from 1958 

to 1966. Sharon (Miller) Williams (Granddaughter) notes in a letter to the current owner of the 

Dodd residence: “He was a very well-known attorney, and was best known for his contributions in 

making Marina del Rey project a reality.”  [See Ivan Miller Plaque and Letters Section 5.] 
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The Dodd Playa del Rey Residence represents one of two previously unknown works of W. 

J. Dodd.  It represents a remarkably intact and well maintained example of both Dodd’s later work 

and the Palisades del Rey / Surfridge development.  It meets the criteria for HCM designation 

because it embodies the "distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently 

valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction. 

The Residence embodies the characteristics of Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style through 

incorporation of canonical elements including low-sloped tile-covered hipped & parapeted roofs, tile 

attic vents under protruding hip rafters, local building materials including Malibu tile, exterior 

window rejas, ornate iron balcony, rounded arched thick-walled entry, numerous interior archways.  

It is comprised of picturesquely arranged masses, the street elevation to be viewed from multiple 

perspectives, highlighting its three-dimensional nature, with characteristic asymmetry of the façade 

It is an example of the "notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect”, "as a work by 

master architect William J. Dodd.  It is significant as the intended residence of master architect W.J. 

Dodd just prior to his death June 14th, 1930.  Significant for its association with the early Fritz B. 

Burns and his firm Dickinson and Gillespie’s development of Palisades del Rey (now Playa del Rey), 

and their role in the history of this part of Los Angeles in general.  One of only a handful of intact 

single-family residences remaining from this period in Playa del Rey. 

This property has a comparatively low FAR (Floor Area Ratio) compared with other newly 

renovated properties on the same street and neighborhood.  Some are 30-40% higher.  This makes it 

a prime target for developers who would wish capitalize on location, view, and the demographic 

makeup of the locale.  Several other Palisades del Rey era homes have fallen to historically and 

culturally ignorant development companies in the last decade. 

New buyers typically now want much more enclosed space at the cost of eliminating yards and 

pushing the setback limits, larger interior rooms and hallways, and much more of an open lighter 

interior.  Changes toward those ends typically results in loss of character and architectural 

significance both interior and exterior.  It would be a tragedy if that were to happen to this home. 

Primary motivations for pursuing nomination of the Delgany House to HCM status are 

preservation, education through publication of this document, and to ensure that when this property 

eventually changes hands, the building doesn’t get razed and replaced by a big stucco box.  This has 

already happened with several other classic Spanish Colonial structures in the Playa del Rey area. 
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The 8252 Rees Avenue Dodd House (informative, not subject of this HCM 

Nomination) –   

The other Dodd house on Rees Avenue, ½ block away, faces north east and had a view of 

downtown Los Angeles at the time.  Photo Credit - Los Angeles Times March 16th, 1930. 
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A tour of this home reveals the exact same floors, door finishes, and unique shoe shelves in all of 

the closets, and the external ironwork is identical with a distinctive design.   Both homes have the 

same internal brass door locks and brass front door handle.  The ironwork on the main front 

window is identical.  The hardware in these two Dodd homes, by “Weaver”, was only manufactured 

1928, 1929, and 1930.  That company is out of business; an extensive restorations research reveals 

that there are no direct replacements available (although we tried). 

The resident owner of the Dodd home on Rees was informed of this Nomination work several 

times during the research process but is unable to pursue HCM status for that property at this time.  

This is unfortunate because it is unusual for two historically important buildings of this era and of 

this style by the same Master Architect to exist, let alone being only a block apart.   

Historical Background, Period Context, Dodd Career & Extant Los 
Angeles Buildings -  
In the 1870s, Playa Del Rey was the location of the first attempt at a dredged harbor in Santa 

Monica Bay. Under contract with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, Moye Wicks' syndicate 

spent $300,000 to dredge "Port Ballona Harbor", for shipping to the Orient. Within three years, 

winter waves brought flooding, but what remained of man's early efforts became the Playa Del Rey 

Lagoon, now a regional public park. 

In 1921 the Minneapolis real estate firm of Dickinson & Gillespie purchased a three-mile stretch 

and tract just south of Playa del Rey that they would develop into Palisades Del Rey, Surfridge 

Estates, Del Rey Hills and Surfridge.  The company advertised this area of sand dunes as the last 

stretch of coastal land in the city of Los Angeles to be developed.  All of the houses in this area were 

custom built and modeled after a Spanish aesthetic with the sensibility of a high-end resort. 

 

Real estate developer Fritz Burns, a mastermind behind the project, also imported palm trees to 

flank the entrance. It was an easy sell; the rich and famous flocked to Surfridge for a piece of 

paradise.  Later, Burns would own a good percentage of the land in the Del Rey Hills (including that 

purchased for the Dodd Residence) and then would go on to develop the community of Westchester.  

[See: Resident Owner Thomas McMahon’s donation collection “T.O. McCoye Archives” and the 

Fritz Burns Collection at Loyola Marymount University.] 
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Every home had a red tile roof and ornate tile work and featured an exterior and interior layout to 

enhance each home’s particular view.  Home exteriors were required to be brick, stone or stucco — 

no frame structures allowed.  And no one "not entirely that of the Caucasian race," according to the 

development's deed restrictions "except such as are in the employ of the resident owners." 

The seclusion of the developments appealed to actors and directors, and their presence added cachet 

to the neighborhood.  Many of the homes were owned by Hollywood actors and producers, 

including William de Mille [Cecil’s brother on Gillis St.], Cecil B. DeMille [acquaintance of Fritz 

Burns & W.J. Dodd], Charles Bickford and Mel Blanc.  In the early days, actress Mae Murray built a 

mansion on the beach, where she held lavish parties that lasted for days. 

In 1924, the Palisades Del Rey development on the bluffs above the beach became a desirable 

location for homeowners.  Dickinson & Gillespie built houses there, and also developed the 

Surfridge tract just south of Playa del Rey.  Fritz Burns built and resided in the magnificent mansion 

at 200 Waterloo Street (now Waterview).   Construction in the general Playa del Rey area surged in 

1928 with the development of the Playa del Rey [“Beach of The King”] and the Del Rey Hills 

neighborhood in the Eastern part of the community (to the East of Pershing Drive), and the move 

of Loyola University (now Loyola Marymount University) to the adjacent community of 

Westchester. 

The Dickinson and Gillespie Building [HCM #955; CHC-2008-4984-HCM], Contractors for the 

Dodd Playa del Rey Residence, is located at 200 Culver Boulevard in downtown Playa Del Rey, 

California, in the City of Los Angeles.  This two-story commercial building, created in 1925, was an 

extensive remodel of the Hotel Playa, a hotel opened in 1906 on the same site.   The building served 

at the headquarters of the Dickinson & Gillespie Real Estate Company, which was directed by Fritz 

Bernard Burns, and run by General Manager T.O. McCoye [Notary for William DeMille]. As of 

this writing, Legado Corporation, the current owner and filer of the HCM nomination for that 

building, just completed a beautiful restoration of the building to its original glory. 

It was a community that embodied the good life in every way. Decades before celebrities were 

spotted on the bluffs of Malibu, stars of the silver screen took retreat in the dunes above the 

beaches of Playa del Rey and Dockweiler. 
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2014 research in the T.O. McCoye, Fritz Burns and Dickinson & Gillespie Archives (LMU) found 

the following.  It is known that W. J. Dodd was a close acquaintance of Cecil b DeMille, designed 

one or more of his homes, associated at the time of death, and that DeMille’s brother, William 

owned the property on 130 Gillis Avenue in Playa del Rey at the time. 

    

W.J. Dodd (final) official residence of record at time of his death (June 14th, 1930) 1975 was DeMille 

Dr. Los Feliz, Los Angeles.  The old [Charlie] Chaplin House served as DeMille’s office and 

screening room until his death in 1959. Both houses remained in the DeMille family for nearly three 

decades after that, preserved just as he had left them. 

A neighboring area east of this playground was also attracting the spotlight. Mines Field, a 640-acre 

parcel of farmland several miles east, had become a venue for people to enjoy air races and shows 

that were popular in the ‘20s and ‘30s. These events drew large crowds. 

Along with participants Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart, attendees included Marion Davies, 

Will Rogers [Dodd’s Uplifters Clubhouse HCM # 663], Bill Boeing and Donald Douglas. It was 

an exciting moment in 1928 when the Los Angeles City Council selected Mines Field as the site of a 

new airport for the city, and the farmland was transformed into dirt landing strips. 

 

William James Dodd, Career and Extant Buildings, California - (1862–

1930) was an American architect and designer who worked mainly in Louisville, Kentucky from 

1886 through the end of 1912 and in Los Angeles, California from early 1913 until his death. Dodd 

rose from the so-called First Chicago School of architecture, though of greater influence for his 

mature designs was the classical aesthetic of the Beaux-Arts style ascendant after the Chicago 

World's Columbian Exposition of 1893. His design work also included functional and decorative 

architectural glass and ceramics, furniture, home appliances, and literary illustration. 
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W.J. Dodd, c. 1900.  

 

https://wikivisually.com/wiki/File:WJDodd_Cameo2.jpg
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In a prodigious career lasting more than 40 years, Dodd left many extant structures on both east and 
west coasts and in the midwest and upper south, among the best known of these being the original 
Presbyterian Seminary campus (now Jefferson Community & Technical College), the Weissinger-
Gaulbert Apartments, and the old YMCA building, all three in downtown Louisville. Also notable 
are his numerous residential and ecclesiastical designs still in use in Kentucky and Tennessee; in 
California, examples of his extant work include the Pacific Center and Hearst's Los Angeles Herald-
Examiner Building in downtown Los Angeles and the San Gabriel Mission Auditorium south 
of Pasadena. 

Career & Los Angeles Period Details –  

Dodd spent nearly 27 years in Louisville, during this time his professional partners were Oscar C. 
Wehle, Mason Maury, Arthur Cobb, and Kenneth McDonald. Also, Dodd's output from these years 
contained many free-lance projects, he worked throughout Kentucky and across the midwest, 
specifically Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Tennessee, creating structures of exceptional craftsmanship 
and high style, designs which traced the transitional tastes and technologies of the period before 
Modernism, on the east coast, extant Dodd structures from the early 1890s can be found in Virginia, 
in the historic Ghent (Norfolk) neighborhood. 

On Christmas Day 1912 Dodd departed the midwest to continue his profession in the greater Los 

Angeles area, a period lasting until his death there in June 1930; in Los Angeles, Dodd partnered 

briefly with J. Martyn Haenke (1877–1963) and later with William Richards (1871–1945), his longest 

professional partnership. 

In southern California, "the Southland", Dodd's buildings are to be found in the old downtown 

financial district around Pacific Center, above Hollywood in Laughlin Park and Hancock Park, to 

the west in Rustic Canyon, Playa Del Rey and Long Beach, southeast to San Gabriel, and possibly 

northeast in Altadena. Related to Dodd's Los Angeles work are residences in Oak Glen and Palm 

Springs, California. 

From as early as 1893, and to the end of his life, Dodd was a mentor to talented younger designers 

who were new to the profession, designers with now well-known names like Lloyd Wright, Thomas 

Chalmers Vint, and Adrian Wilson, often outsiders without a developed practice and contending 

with a new client base and fast evolving licensing standards in cities enjoying rapid expansion as was 

Louisville after the American Civil War and Los Angeles after World War I. The architect Julia 

Morgan, a mostly free-lance California designer from upstate San Francisco, rare as a female in a 

male-dominated profession, formed a team with W. J. Dodd and J. M. Haenke as her LA facilitators 

and design partners for William Randolph Hearst's Los Angeles Herald-Examiner Building, a 

landmark downtown Los Angeles project completed in 1915. 

William Dodd's design work extended to glass and ceramics, his designs of Teco pottery are among 

the most sought-after and rare of the Arts and Crafts movement products introduced by the famed 

Gates Potteries near Chicago Illinois. He also designed furniture and art glass windows for many of 

his best residential and commercial buildings; examples of such work by Dodd are to be seen in the 

Ferguson Mansion, currently the Filson Historical Society, and the Hoyt Gamble house, both of 

Louisville. 
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William J. Dodd Extant Buildings, California –  

California 

• W.J. Dodd (first) residence (ca 1915) 2010 DeMille Dr. Los Feliz, Los Angeles 

• Coulter Dry Goods Co. Store (1916–17), 500 W. 7th St. Los Angeles 

• Huntsberger-Mennell Bldg. (1917), 412 W. 7th St. Los Angeles 

• Henning Bldg. (1917), 518 W. 7th St. Los Angeles 

• Ville de Paris Bldg. (1917), 420 W. 7th St. Los Angeles 

• H. L. Rivers house (1918), a.k.a. "Los Rios Rancho" Oak Glen, California 

• Ponet Company Bldg. (1918–19) 12th & Hope. Los Angeles 

• W.J. Dodd (second) residence (ca 1922) 5226 Linwood, later the Deanna Durbin residence, Los 
Feliz, Los Angeles 

• Hearst's Los Angeles Herald-Examiner Building HCM # 178, downtown Los Angeles, 
California (ca. 1915). Design team of Morgan, Dodd & Haenke 

• Heron Building (1919–20), originally the State Building, 6th and Olive Sts. Los Angeles 

• Brock & Co. Building (1921), 515 W. 7th St. Los Angeles 

• Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Building, now the Pacific Center, at Sixth and Olive streets (1921) 

• Kenneth Preuss residence (1921–22), 5235 Linwood, Laughlin Park, Los Feliz, Los Angeles 

• Uplifters Club House HCM # 663, now the Rustic Canyon Recreation Center, Haldeman 
Road, Pacific Palisades (1923)  

• Good Samaritan Physicians Bldg. (1923), 6th and Lucas. Los Angeles 

• Apartment Bldg. (1923) at 3105 W. 6th, now Borden Retail and Apts. Koreatown, Los Angeles 

• Pasadena Medical Bldg. (1924) a.k.a. Professional Bldg., 65 N. Madison Ave. Pasadena 

• William and Nelia Mead residence (1924), now "The Willows Inn", 412 W. Tahquitz Canyon 
Way, Palm Springs, CA 

• San Gabriel Mission Auditorium, greater Los Angeles. (1926) 

• Jacob Riis Vocational School for Boys (1927), renamed as Mary McLeod Bethune Junior High 
School, on 69th between Broadway and Main 

• Home (1930) 8252 Rees Ave., Playa del Rey Los Angeles 

• Dodd Playa del Rey Residence (1930) 8207 Delgany Ave, Playa del Rey Los Angeles. 
Intended as his retirement house, this is one of Dodd's final residential designs. 
Anecdotal accounts by neighbors on Delgany Ave. suggest that the Dodd may have 
begun to occupy this property at the time of William's death. [Christopher White, noted 
Dodd scholar.] 

• *** W.J. Dodd (final) official residence of record at time of his death (June 14th, 1930) 1975 
DeMille Dr. Los Feliz, Los Angeles.  Dodd-designed [Charlie] Chaplin House served as 
DeMille’s office and screening room until his death in 1959. Both houses remained in the 
DeMille family for nearly three decades after that, preserved just as he had left them. 

 

 

 

 

https://wikivisually.com/wiki/Los_Angeles_Herald-Examiner
http://www.historicplacesla.org/reports/c050019a-251c-406c-8d72-4897fbf27377
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The Dodd Playa del Rey Residence was likely WJ Dodd’s last project 

before he died of leukemia on June 14th, 1930, four months after they 

started construction: 
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Residence 

 

Primary/Secondary 

Documentation 
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Dickinson & Gillespie Company and Fritz Burns 

In 1928 WJ Dodd acquired 12 Playa del Rey lots from 

Fritz Burns – one for his intended residence. 

 

Their Vision for the Development of Playa del Rey: 

 
 



 



 

 



“Uplifters Clubhouse in Rustic Canyon, Pacific Palisades neighborhood, Los Angeles, California 

Spanish Colonial Revial Style Architect William J. Dodd Built 1923, declared 1999 Los Angeles 

Historic-Cultural Landmark No. 663]] City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission, Cultural 

Heritage Department Landmarked by the Pacific Palisades Historical Society and the Rustic Canyon 

Park Advisory Board Building is now used as Rustic Canyon Recreation Center and Rustic Canyon 

Cooperative Nursery School at Rustic Canyon Park.”  - Jengod 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 



Los Angeles Herald Examiner Building 

HCM #178 

146 W. 11th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90011 
Ref: USC Dana and David Dornsife College 

“Los Angeles Herald-Examiner Building” 
 

 

 

In December 1903, William Randolf Hearst commenced publication of the Los 

Angeles Examiner, the latest in his chain of newspapers. He commissioned Julia 

Morgan, best known for her work on the San Simeon estate, and Los Angeles 

architects Henke and Dodd, to design a building to house the offices and production 

of the paper. The building was completed in 1914. It was constructed during the 

Mission Revival period and exhibits this style. 
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7. Additional Contemporary 

Photos 
 

Hipped Clay Tile Roof Design 

Terracotta Attic Vents 

Deeply Inset Windows 

Thick Entry Door Arch 

Tile Bathroom Window 

Balcony and Various Rejas 

Interior Arch Design 
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PROPOSED PROJECT BROAD AMENDMENTS TO THE COASTAL TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR SPECIFIC PLAN

Case Number: ENV-2017-4366-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLEMENTATION OVERLAY DISTRICT PER ZONE CODE SECTION 13.14

Case Number: ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

Required Action(s): SE-STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS

 CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

 EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-168999

ORD-129279

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 05/24/2019
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 8207 S DELGANY AVE Tract: TR 9809 Zoning: R1-1

APN: 4115004017 Block: 34 General Plan: Low Residential

PIN #: 096B153   523 Lot: 52  

 Arb: None  

Streets Copyright (c) Thomas Brothers Maps, Inc.
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