Title:
Northside Safety Study Townhall

Item No. _______ 
Meeting date:  TBD
Agendized by:
  Denny Schneider
Contact person:  Denny Schneider

Phone number:  310 641-4199
Committee Vote (if appropriate):

Does this item have a fiscal impact on the Neighborhood Council? __x__ Yes   ____ No

Additional documents attached? __x_ Yes   ____ No

RECOMMENDATION:

Provide funding to host a Northside Safety Study Townhall to include Academic Panel Chair, Arnold Barnett, MIT Professor and acknowledged preeminent runway safety expert in support of the LAX Northside Runway safety evaluation.
BACKGROUND:

When LAWA decided subsequent to the Stipulated Settlement Agreement of 2006 suspending the Alt D Master Plan, they wanted to expand the north runway complex and raised safety as the causal issue.  To support their end, LAWA commissioned five aviation related organizations to study the issue and massaged the results prior to public release.  NCWP in cooperation with Councilmember Rosendahl held a townhall in 2008 at which we discredited the results as biased.  Local elected officials including Mayor Villaraigosa took a strong anti-runway expansion stand but stated that if necessary to resolve a major safety issue they would relent and allow an expansion north.  Expansion north would result in massive destruction of the Westchester Business District and cause more apartments and homes to be impacted/removed.  

DISCUSSION:

The results of an unbiased NASA simulation and Academic Professor Panel Review draft was released February 19, 2010 concluding that no runway movement for safety improvement is warranted.  Expansionists will try to dispute this conclusion.  A public forum expanding on the study conclusions is warranted to blunt attempts by LAX expansionists to discredit the study.

Outreach for this event is critical.  We should work with the local business community and other community groups and CD 11 Councilmember Rosendahl to get maximum exposure.

FISCAL ANALYSIS:

The cost accrued for the townhall will be for the time, lodging, and travel costs of the lead professor along with a nominal stipend.  Any hall usage fee and refreshment costs plus meeting supply costs must also be paid.
ATTACHMENTS:  None
MOTION:

That the Neighborhood Council host and pay for a Northside Safety Townhall at a total cost not to exceed $5000 with lead Academic Panel, MIT Professor Arnold Barnett as the primary speaker.  
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